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T he Upscale Furni-
ture Consignment
Gallery in South

Dade may be the perfect so-
lution for homeowners with
limited budgets but unful-
filled desires for high-end
home furnishings.

On the other hand, for
those who already have
housefuls of expensive fur-
niture and want to down-
size, the Gallery welcomes
“gently used” castoffs, not
only giving them a second
life but giving owners a per-
centage of the profits from
their sale.

Opened a year ago, Rita
Schwartz’s gallery has be-
come a high-volume con-
signment store, attracting
so much customer attention
it has doubled to 6,000
square feet literally brim-
ming with ornate furniture,
lamps, glittering crystal
chandeliers, carved and in-
laid antique breakfronts
and bars, collectible porce-
lains, original art and one-
of-a-kind designer pieces,
all recycled at bargain
prices.

If you’ve yearned for the
$22,000 Cappellini dining
room table with 99 rope legs

— a piece de resistance by
noted designer Fabio No-
vembre — you can buy one
at the Gallery for $11,000.
For an Italian leather sofa
that cost $1,500 new, the
price tag is $400. If you col-
lect carved glass perfume
bottles, there’s one for $10.

And you might even wind
up paying less: “Everything
in the store,” says Schwartz,
“is negotiable.”

Schwartz is an artist who
created signs and promo-
tional material for Paws 4
You Pet Rescue, a non-prof-
it organization for abused
and abandoned dogs. She
decided to use her artistic
talents for a profitable ven-
ture and help the “going
green” movement by being
involved in recycling
products.

The value of furniture the
gallery accepts for sale is as-
certained from original
sales slips provided by the
owner or from professional
appraisals. If the furniture
isn’t sold in three months,
the price is lowered every
two weeks. If it still doesn’t
sell, it goes into the gallery’s
estate sale section at per-
haps even a lower price. If it
still fails to sell, the original
owner has to retrieve it or
the gallery will donate it to
Miami Rescue Mission and
the owner gets a tax receipt
credit.

One popular item in the
Gallery is what Schwartz
calls a “James Bond” bar. In-
tricately carved, it appears
to be an ornate wooden
chest. But press a button on
the side and the top rises to

expose hanging cocktail
glasses with crystal bottles
on a platform to hold wine
or other beverages. Its origi-
nal price was $16,000; the
gallery sells it for $8,000.

There are coffee tables
for $150 or thousands of dol-
lars. A bedroom set with
headboard, footboard, two
dressers, two end tables and
mirror is $1,200 compared
to the original $5,000. An

1912 intricately carved and
colored wooden horse that
was once on a carousel in
New York’s Central Park is
valued at $15,000 but can be
had for $5,000.

Some customers decide

to wait the two weeks’ pric-
ing reduction to get an even
bigger bargain.

“That doesn’t always
work,” says Schwartz.
“They come back and the
item is gone.”

Act II

SOUTH MIAMI-DADE: Everything is negotiable in Rita Schwartz’s Upscale
Furniture Consignment Gallery, including a 1912 carousel horse, $5,000.
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Upscale Furniture Consignment Gallery
features ‘gently used’ castoffs.

BY BELLA KELLY
Special to The Miami Herald

Fabio Novembre’s glass Cappellini table, $11,000.

’Spotted Fish’ by Carlos
Alberto, $950.

Doulton ‘Bacchus’ Toby
mug, $85.

If you go
Where: 8845 SW 132nd
St., South Dade
Hours: 10:30 a.m. – 6
p.m. Monday through
Friday, 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Saturday and Sunday
Contact: 305-491-5651

legs, modern styling and
white water-resistant wo-
ven poly cushions. The en-
try price is $899 for a sofa
and $349 for a corner piece.
An indoor version of this
group also is available.

Even though white and
neutral shades are a popular
choice for upholstery,
there’s no lack of vibrant
hues and patterns for those
who prefer them. Besides
lush terry in lime punch,
some of the newest offer-
ings by Perennials Outdoor
Fabrics include: Raffia,
which resembles the textur-
al woven material and is
available in a range of snap-
py contrasting colors;
Swish, a broad, squiggly mo-
tif; Swizzle, a zig-zag pattern
that looks like rick-rack; and
the pebble-like Soft Rock.

CHOICES, CHOICES

Sunbrella and Crypton
are two other manufactur-
ers of solution-dyed “per-
formance” fabrics that pro-
vide such a wide range of
choices — textures from
suede and leather lookalikes
to chenille, damask and toile
— that they are being
tapped for indoor installa-
tions as well because they
are pet- and child-friendly,
and perfect for high traffic
areas.

In exposed frames and ta-
bles, wood continues to
warm outdoor looks. Teak
has been the go-to species
because of its durability (re-
member to look for teak that
is harvested responsibly),
although mahogany is
equally suitable. While the
natural golden hue of teak is
appealing, some actually
prefer how it weathers over
time, with an attractive sil-
very patina.

In fact, some manufactur-
ers now are offering that
look and several other drift-
wood-like finishes that echo
the distressed European
style that has given espresso
stains a run for their money
indoors.

An example is a vintage
French country inspiration
at Restoration Hardware.
The table in question has
hefty thick, legs, mortise
and tenon joinery and a
brushed, weathered gray
finish. Teamed with woven
pieces in a gray patina, it’s a
fresh high-fashion style.
Other reproductions of an-
tiques add panache to the
outdoor landscape. 

What such pieces demon-
strate is the eclectic draw of
mix-and- match. Although

collections often are intro-
duced (and sold) en suite,
the most sophisticated ap-
proach is mixing it up, just
as you do indoors.

Adding texture visually
breaks up large expanses of
sameness. Woven synthetic
rattans and wickers, such as
big rolled armed chairs,
team especially well with
wood and galvanized metal,
for example, spelling haute
decor.

And vibrant colors add a
compelling dynamic to wo-
vens. Take the curvy Maui
chair from Kannoa. It comes
in a rainbow of hues, includ-
ing wasabi (a spicy lime)
and can pack a whole lot of
punch used in multiples or
as a singular sensation.

Sweater weaves can take
on a more traditional vibe,
while some of the woven
meshes are more modern.
Mesh might be more famil-
iar in a sling chaise, but de-
sign styles have been expan-
ded to include a range of
frames with boxy or sinuous
proportions.

Resin and recycled plas-
tics also are gaining more
fans. Designs span surpris-
ing traditional to contempo-
rary shapes, and form and
color sometimes startle.
The Phantom chair from
Domitalia, for example, is
available in an unexpected,
fashion-forward violet. The
draped form is a delightful
surprise — especially when
considered for outdoor
application.

Check out Design Within
Reach for fun accessories
such as cube tables. One de-
signed as a small seat or ta-
ble by architect Frank Gehry
for Heller features a little
twist in the shape. The piece
is constructed of rotational
molded polymer with resin,
and its palette, which in-
cludes magenta, periwinkle
bloom, a yellowy orange
and lime, was inspired by
the architect’s flower sculp-

ture for French artist Sophie
Calle.

The spring Design With-
in Reach catalog is a visual
treat, and the company has
commissioned many of the
high-end casual manufac-
turers, such as Gloster and
Dedon, to work with top de-
signers such as Mark Gab-
bertas and Philippe Starck
to create proprietary collec-
tions in teak, wovens and
metals.

ACCENT IT

If you’re not planning to
buy new furniture, you
might consider an accent
piece such as a chair, table
or ottoman that doubles as a
table. Small-scale glazed ce-
ramic garden stools are ele-
gant companions in an out-
door layout. Pick up hues to
complement upholstery
fabric or pillows. 

Grandinroad is a good
source for stylish decorative
pillows from Elaine Smith
and Liora Manne, as well as
solar hanging lights, out-
door lamps and accessories.

And an easy way to spark ex-
isting fabrics, especially
neutrals, is with colorful pil-
lows in solids or patterns.
Even textural surfaces in-
cluding embellishments
such as embroidery can be
found in weather-protected
fabric. Check out Crate and
Barrel, Pottery Barn, West
Elm, the Grandinroad cata-
log and Frontgate for out-
door curtains and rugs as
well.

Polypropylene has come
a long way, and you’ll find
rugs in a wide range of col-
orful patterns. Some still are
a bit scratchy, but the im-
provement is vast.

If you’re looking to add to
an outdoor kitchen, how
about a pizza oven? The tra-
ditional freestanding brick

or terra cotta wood-burning
fireplace is fairly grand, per-
haps too large for your
space. A modular version
with a 37-inch oven, which
stands on wrought iron legs,
is available for $2,499 at Na-
pa Style. In spite of its more
compact size, it weighs in at
450 pounds.

And Kalamazoo, the grill
manufacturer that describes
itself as “outdoor gourmet”
introduced a countertop
version of an artisan pizza
oven in stainless steel with a
stone lining. One model is
$4,750 and the other, which
is built to order, is $6,495.
Both bake Neapolitan-style
pizzas in fewer than 3
minutes.

Watching movies or
sporting events on an out-

door screen still may be an
expensive option for most.
TV prices have come down
a bit, but the range is be-
tween $2,000 and $8,000
and up, depending on bells,
whistles and customization.
Actually, outdoor projectors
and screens are a more af-
fordable option; an Epson
combination sells for about
$1,700. Outdoor speakers
are fairly inexpensive, and
they can be hooked up to
mp3 players. 

With comfortable seat-
ing, good company, food and
drink, you’ll have all you
need for entertaining out-
doors — plus, a cozy snug-
gle-up space for more quiet
time enjoying a summer
breeze in the shade of a per-
gola or under the stars.

TURN THE INSIDE OUT

Make your outdoor space a haven of comfort
•OUTDOORS, FROM 1H

LOSE YOURSELF: Whitecraft describes its Haven chair
as "a modern art interpretation of a bird’s nest."

MODERN ELEGANCE: Crisp, modern lines mark this Dune Lounge group from
Crate and Barrel.

Sources
● Brown Jordan, 800-743-4252, option 6, www.brownjordan.com
● CB2, 800-606-6252, www.cb2.com
● Crate and Barrel, 800-967-6696, www.crateandbarrel.com
● Dedon, 877-693-3366, www.dedon.us
● Design Within Reach, 800-944-2233, www.dwr.com
● Domitalia USA, 941-475-8202, www.domitaliausa.com
● Frontgate, 888-263-9850, www.frontgate.com
● Gloster, 888-456-7837, www.gloster.com
● Grandinroad, 866-668-5962, www.grandinroad.com
● Gump’s, 800-284-8677, www.gumps.com
● Horchow, 877-944-9888, www.horchow.com/outdoor
● Kalamazoo, 800-868-1699, www.kalamazoogourmet.com
● Kannoa, 305-651-9655, www.kannoa.com
● NapaStyle, 866-776-6272, www.napastyle.com
● Perennials Outdoor Fabrics, 214-638-4162, www.perennialsfabrics.com
● Pottery Barn, 888-779-5176, www.potterybarn.com
● Trans-Ocean, (for outdoor rugs, including Liora Manne and Tommy Bahama),

800-733-6784, www.transocean.com
● West Elm, 888-922-4119, www.westelm.com
● Whitecraft, 954-921-0775 (factory showroom, to the trade), www.whitecraftinc.net

TOWERING: The Meridian
etagere from Crate and
Barrel handles outdoor
storage.


